

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON,
SNOHOMISH COUNTY

	AKLILU ALENE, as an individual, 




        Plaintiff,


vs.

REECE BERGAU and JANE DOE BERGAU, as husband and wife,
                                            Defendants.
	
	 No. 23-2-02237-31 
Plaintiff’s Arbitration Brief
Hearing Date: October 10, 2023 10:00 AM


Pursuant to the Mandatory Arbitration Notice of  August 17, 2023, plaintiff hereby submits this arbitration brief to assist the arbitrator. 

I. FACTS OF THE CRASH

On August 3, 2021, at or around 10:40 AM, Mr. Alene was traveling eastbound on 148th St. SW in Lynnwood, Washington. While continuing forward, Mr. Reece Bergau pulled out of the parking lot and attempted to turn left on 148th St. SW failing to give Mr. Alene time to stop and Mr. Alene struck the side of Mr. Bergau’s vehicle.

Officer A. Carson from the Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office arrived on scene at 10:40 AM. After Officer Carson completed their investigation, he filed a police report  finding Defendant Bergau to be at fault for the crash. 

II. PLAINTIFF


The plaintiff is a family man and an extremely hardworking person. Prior to the collision, plaintiff could easily drive truck for work, tend to his family, socialize with his family and friends, and engage in the freedom of choice and activity. Following this accident, Mr. Alene has shown great difficulty in these areas of life. 
III. INJURIES AND DAMAGES

A. Physical Injuries
The plaintiff sustained the following injuries as a result of the accident:

                                      INJURIES

Neck injury
Left arm injury
Left leg injury
Head  injury
Upper Back injury
Low back injury
Chest injury

The plaintiff has received treatment for these injuries from Kyle Beel, PA-C and Dr. Sungjun Jung, D.C from August 3, 2023 through November 02, 2021. See exhibit-4 of plaintiff’s pre-hearing statement of proof, providing medical testimony via declaration that plaintiff’s injuries were causally related to the collision. A more detailed summary of his treatment and medical bills are attached as exhibits 2 and 3 to the pre-hearing statement of proof. 
· Prior Medical History

As part of his declaration, Dr. Jung states that the injuries sustained and the residual are directly related to the August 3, 2021 auto accident “on a more probable than not basis” (Dr. Jung Exhibit 6).

B. Wage Loss

At the time of the accident, Mr. Alene made $1000 a day working as an owner operator truck driver.  He has an expense of $200 per day. As a result of the August 3, 2021 auto accident, Mr. Alene was unable to work for 10 days. This equates to $8,000 in lost wages.

C. General Damages: Pain and Suffering/Life Impact 

Plaintiff continues to experience pain and discomfort in his lower back as a relation to the accident in this case. While his condition has improved, he has not returned to his status prior to the accident. Mr. Alene currently works as a truck driver. As of now, the plaintiff is unable to drive  for long hours without his low back pain. He is also unable to play with his kids. He also unable to play succor with his friends the activities that he was enjoying on a weekly basis before the car crash.  Because of pain, Mr. Alene was also unable to conduct sextual intercourse with his wife for about 6 months after the crash.

 The compounding effects that this accident has had on Mr. Alene’s life has unfortunately greatly affected the life of all those who love and care for him.

IV. REQUEST FOR COMPENSATION


The Plaintiff is entitled to be compensated for the amounts he proves, by a preponderance of the evidence, were proximately caused by the collision (See generally, WPO 30.01.01; WPI 30.04; RCW 4.56.250(1)(b); WPI 30.06). His damages are amply supported by the documents that have been submitted. At the close of the hearing, the plaintiff will request that an award for $80,000 be entered and granted. 
1. Past Medical Costs: $11,730
2. Past Wage Loss: $8000
3. Mileage Costs: $68.48
4. Future Medical Costs: $5000
5. Past and Future General Damages: $55,201.52
For purposes of arbitration only, the plaintiff is asking that an award of 80,000 be entered. 

Respectfully submitted this 9th day of August, 2023

/s/ Neftalem Habtemariam

Neftalem Habtemariam, WSBA #44117

Attorney for Plaintiff 
Plaintiff’s Arbitration Brief
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