

DISTRICT COURT FOR THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KING
	BERHANE HABTU, as an individual, 




        Plaintiff,


vs.

AA ASPHALTING, Limited Liability Company, IAN CARL CARNEY and JANE DOE CARNEY, as husband and wife, 

                                            Defendants.
	NO.  22-2-05787-4 SEA  
Plaintiff Mediation Memo


I. Background 
On May 25, 2021, Plaintiff BERHANE HABTU was travelling on South McClellan Street  and 15th Avenue South in Seattle, WA. Defendant CARNEY has parked his work 310 EP Backhoe tractor loader on the corner of South McClellan Street and 15th Avenue  South in Seattle, Washington. Defendant CARNEY decided to unsafely turn left from his parked spot while Plaintiff BERHANE HABTU was travelling on South McClellan.  Defendant CARNEY struck Plaintiff Habtu’s vehicle causing property damage and bodily injury to Mr. HABTU. Defendant IAN CARL CARNEY is an employee of Defendant AA ASPHALTING, LLC. He was driving his work 310 EP Backhoe tractor loader at the time of crash.  

II. INITIAL COMPLAINTS

As a result of the crash, Mr. Habtu developed the following symptoms:

INITIAL COMPLAINTS
Complaints

 Physician


                 Date Noted
Sleeping Difficulty                 Dr. Trevor Nabholz, D.C.          06/01/2021
Anxiety


Dr. Trevor Nabholz, D.C           06/01/2021
Upper back pain

Dr. Trevor Nabholz, D.C           06/01/2021
Mid back pain


Dr. Trevor Nabholz, D.C           06/01/2021
Neck pain 
            
Dr. Trevor Nabholz, D.C.          06/01/2021
Left shoulder pain 

Dr. Trevor Nabholz, D.C.          06/01/2021
SPECIAL DAMAGES

Summary of injuries






ICD-10 Code

Person injured in unspecified motor-vehicle accident, traffic

V89.2XXA

Loss of cervical lordotic curve

M40.202
Disorder of ligament, unspecified site

M24.20
Sprain of cervical ligaments, initial encounter

S13.4XXA

Unspecified sprain of left shoulder joint

S43.402A

Left shoulder strain

S46.912A

Other specified dorsopathies (Facet syndrome, cervical)

M53.82
Sprain of ligaments of thoracic spine

S23.3XXA
Strain of muscle and tendon of neck

S16.1XXA

Strain of muscle and tendon of back wall of thorax

S29.012A
Muscle spasm

M62.40
Pain in the thoracic spine

M54.6
Muscle weakness

M62.81
Localized edema

S34.01XA
Treatment

Northgate Accident & Injury Clinic


Dates of Treatment:  06/01/2021-09/21/2021                        
No. of Visits:  35 DC 14MT

Mr. Habtu presented himself for an initial examination and evaluation with Dr. Trevor Nabholz, D.C., of Northgate Accident & Injury clinic for his complaints arising from a motor vehicle accident that he was involved on May 25, 2021. Mr. Habtu complained of: 

· Sleeping Difficulty
· Anxiety
· Upper back pain. The pain was 9/10
· Mid back pain. The pain was 9/10
· Neck pain. The pain was 9/10
· Left shoulder pain. The pain was 9/10
Mr. Habtu began chiropractic treatment and Massage Therapy on June 1, 2021. Throughout treatment Mr. Habtu saw progression in his injuries. Mr. Habtu last chiropractic visit was on September 7, 2021, thus concluding a treatment regimen that consisted of 35 chiropractic visits and 14 massage therapy visits. 

Westcare  Clinic


            Dates of Treatment:  04/19/2022-05/16/2022                                 No. of Visits:  2 MD

Upon referral of Dr. Trevor Nabholz, D.C, Mr.Habtu was seen by Dr. Jesus Correa at Westcare clinic. He complained of left side neck, back and left arm. His pain level was 9/10. Dr. Correa diagnosed him with (1) Myalgia, other site (M79.18); (2) Cervical-Cervicalgia (M54.2); (3) Sprain of ligaments of cervical spine, initial encounter (S13.4XXA); (4) Low back pain (M54.5); (5) Pain in left shoulder (M25.512); (6) Pain in left wrist (M25.532); and (7) Sprain of unspecified parts of unspecified shoulder girdle (S43.90). Dr. Correa referred Mr. Habtu for MRI of left shoulder, cervical spine, and left wrist MRI. After the MRI scan, Dr. Correa recommended bilateral C4-C6 medial branch blocks.
Rayus Radiology


            Dates of Treatment:  05/09/2022                                              No. of Visits:  2 MD

Upon referral of Dr. Jesus Correa, Mr. Habtu has undergone MRI of cervical spine, left shoulder, and left wrist. The MRI of cervical spine revealed C6-7 small central protrusion with annular fissure. The MRI of left wrist  revealed tendinosis extensor carpi ulnaris tendon. The MRI of shoulder reveals mild AC joint arthrosis. 
CAUSATION

Prior to this May 25, 2021 accident, Mr. Habtu was asymptomatic and injury-free. On December 10, 2021, Mr. Habtu had subsequent accident where he was transported to Harborview. At Harborview, he complained of front headache, right elbow pain, and right knee pain. He underwent right elbow and right knee x-rays and a head CT which were normal. 
On December 21, 2021, Mr. Habtu saw Dr. Sarah Waterkamp, DC. Dr. Waterkamp stated “He noted his shoulder, knee and elbow pain became worse following the accident. He also developed worsening right chest pain, which made it hard to sit up straight.”  He received chiropractic care from Dr. Waterkamp for 15 times. 
While he injured his left side of neck, back and left arm and left shoulder in his May 25, 2021 car crash, he only injured his head, right shoulder, right knee, right elbow and right chest in his December 21, 2021 accident.
SPECIAL DAMAGES

Current Medical Expenses

Mr. Habtu has incurred medical expenses for treatment of the injuries sustained in his motor vehicle collision on May 25, 2021.  The total incurred medical expenses are as follows:

	Northgate Accident & Injury Clinic
	  $9,108.38

	Westcare Clinic
	$1493.12

	Rayus
	$7026

	TOTAL:   
	$17,627.50


FUTURE Medical Expenses

Dr. Correa has recommended two  bilateral C4-C6 medial branch blocks. The total future medical expenses are as follows:

	Westcare clinic (64490, 64491-Cervical Medial Branch Block at C4-C6 (Right)
	  $9,187.99

	Westcare Clinic (64490, 64491-Cervical Medial Branch Block at C4-C6 (Left)
	$9,187.99

	Total
	$18, 375


Wage Loss

Mr. Habtu was self-employed driver. He drove for Uber, Doordash, and Grabhub. Because of the car crash, he missed work for three months. Prior to the incident, on average he was making $3323.31/ month from Doordash, $676.23/month Uber and $1022.34/month from Grubhub. Because of this incident, he lost $15065.64 in wages.
Property Damage

Mr. Habtu’s vehicle repair estimate has come to $10,301.46. The vehicle has not been repaired. The vehicle has also dash cam installed by Car Toys worth $800.  The estimate and invoice have been provided to the defense. 
Diminished value 

The diminished value of Mr. Habtu’s vehicle is $2931. Diminished value assessment report has been provided to the defense. 

loss of use

After the car crash, Mr. Habtu was unable to use his vehicle because of its extensive damage. The loss of use value of his car is $2700. 
Special Damages Summary
	Current Medical Specials 
	  $17,627.50

	Future Medical Specials 
	                                                         $18, 375.00

	Wage Loss
	                                                         $15,065.64

	Property Damage
	                                                         $11,101.46

	Diminished Value
	                                                          $2931.00

	Loss of Use
	                                                          $2700.00

	TOTAL:
	$67,800.60


III. General Damages

Mr. Habtu  suffered physical and emotional injury because of this car crash.  Although Mr. Habtu  has made progress in getting his symptoms under control over the course of treatment, he continues to suffer a considerable amount of pain and suffering as a result of this accident.  
IV. Defenses


These will be addressed at the hearing.

V. Conclusion

Mr. Habtu  is willing to participate in the mediation in good faith to resolve the case. 
                        Dated this 17th day of October 2022
/s/ Neftalem Habtemariam____________

Neftalem Habtemariam, WSB# 44117

Attorney for Plaintif
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Attorneys At Law
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